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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

PUMA's CEO to step down at the End of March 2013 

 

 

Herzogenaurach, Germany, 12 December 2012 –  The Administrative Board of PUMA SE 

announced today that, by mutual agreement, Franz Koch will step down from his position as 

CEO of PUMA and member of the Group Executive Committee of PPR SA, the main shareholder 

of PUMA SE, at the end of March 2013. 

 

Jochen Zeitz’ resignation as Administrative Board Chairman as of December 1, 2012 marks the 

end of a chapter in the history of PUMA. The company is therefore entering a new phase in its 

development and is changing its top management structure to take on those challenges.  

 

Franz Koch will remain CEO of PUMA until the end of March, and work in close collaboration 

with the new Chairman of the Administrative Board, Jean-François Palus, also PPR Group 

Managing Director, in order to secure PUMA’s on-going operational transformation and generate 

profitable growth.  

 

Jean-François Palus, Chairman of the Administrative Board of PUMA SE, stated:  

 

“Together with Jochen Zeitz, Franz Koch has been the driver of strategic key initiatives and has 

strongly contributed to PUMA’s development over the past few years. I would like to warmly 

thank Franz for his efforts, commitment and dedication to PUMA, as well as his contribution to 

evolving the organization and management team. Going forward with the future CEO, who we 

aim to hire by spring 2013, we will pursue the reorganization of the company, focus on product 

innovation and marketing, and will continue to devote the necessary resources to the 
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development of the brand. We are now going to write a new chapter for PUMA and thanks to 

the commitment and enthusiasm of the teams I’ve been meeting around the world, I am fully 

confident in our ability to realize the huge potential of this iconic brand”. 

 

Media Contact: 
 

Ulf Santjer - Corporate Communications - PUMA SE – +49 9132 81 2489 – ulf.santjer@puma.com 

 
 

PUMA 
 
PUMA is one of the world’s leading Sportlifestyle companies that designs and develops footwear, apparel and accessories. It is 
committed to working in ways that contribute to the world by supporting Creativity, SAFE Sustainability and Peace, and by staying 
true to the principles of being Fair, Honest, Positive and Creative in decisions made and actions taken. PUMA starts in Sport and 
ends in Fashion. Its Sport Performance and Lifestyle labels include categories such as Football, Running, Motorsports, Golf and 
Sailing. Sport Fashion features collaborations with renowned designer labels such as Alexander McQueen and Mihara Yasuhiro. The 
PUMA Group owns the brands PUMA, Cobra Golf and Tretorn. The company, which was founded in 1948, distributes its products in 
more than 120 countries, employs about 11,000 people worldwide and has headquarters in Herzogenaurach/Germany, Boston, 
London and Hong Kong. For more information, please visit http://www.puma.com 

http://www.puma.com/

