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PRESS RELEASE 

20.02.2018 

 
 

KERING AND LONDON COLLEGE OF FASHION LAUNCH THE  
WORLD’S FIRST OPEN-ACCESS DIGITAL COURSE IN  

SUSTAINABLE LUXURY FASHION  
 

 
 

Kering and London College of Fashion launch the world’s first Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) 

dedicated to sustainability and luxury fashion, with an event hosted by the  

British Fashion Council during London Fashion Week. 

 
 

 
 

Kering and London College of Fashion, UAL (LCF), are launching the world’s first open-access digital 

course in luxury fashion and sustainability. Entitled “Fashion & Sustainability: Understanding Luxury 

Fashion in a Changing World”, the course aims to strengthen sustainability education in the luxury and 

fashion realms in order to promote the wider adoption of more sustainable practices. 

 

Co-developed by LCF academics and Kering sustainability experts, the course is built on six key 

modules including: Why Sustainability Matters in Fashion, Contextualising Sustainability for a Changing 

http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/Fashion-And-Sustainability
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/Fashion-And-Sustainability
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World, Sustainable Sourcing for Luxury Fashion, and Informed Decision-Making. Through a mix of films, 

podcasts, activities and discussions, the course covers both the theoretical aspects of sustainability as 

well as real-life business cases that luxury fashion brands face when integrating sustainability. Over a 

six-week period, spanning a total of 18 teaching hours, learners will have the possibility to complete the 

course at their leisure via the mobile, tablet and desktop-friendly platform.  

 

Registration for the course opens here today, with the first 6-week edition to begin on 9 April. It is openly 

available to all those who wish to partake, with the specific aim of educating future talents, designers, 

luxury fashion professionals, and members of the public with an interest in fashion.  

 

As part of the platform’s rollout, LCF and Kering are teaming with the British Fashion Council (BFC) to 

reinforce the wider adoption of sustainable practices by industry professionals and future talents alike. 

Via the BFC, young British designers are currently previewing the platform, to ensure upmost relevancy 

to creative designers and luxury fashion professionals seeking to expand their sustainability knowledge. 

 

Speaking at the course’s launch today, hosted by the British Fashion Council at London Fashion Week, 

 

 

François-Henri Pinault, Chairman and CEO of Kering said: “At Kering we believe that the shift 

towards sustainability and innovation in luxury fashion is not only an imperative, in our world of finite 

resources, but also a goldmine of opportunity. We actively work with our Houses to craft tomorrow’s 

luxury via our 2025 sustainability strategy, but also wish to contribute to the evolution of luxury fashion 

as a whole, by sharing our expertise with industry counterparts and educating future generations. 

Today I am proud that Kering’s partnership with London College of Fashion takes a new step, making 

education accessible outside of the classroom with this the world’s first open-access digital course on 

sustainable luxury fashion.”  

 

Professor Frances Corner, Head of London College of Fashion, UAL said: “Over a year in the 

making and based on the research, teaching and practice of Centre for Sustainable Fashion at London 

College of Fashion, UAL as well as the expertise and leadership of Kering’s Sustainability team, we are 

delighted to present the world’s first luxury fashion online course developed between higher education 

and industry.  This is significant because it signals a real desire and commitment from the industry to 

the ‘open sourcing’ of knowledge.  Only through collaboration and the sharing of experience can we 

face the enormity of the challenges that lie ahead together.  Often we can feel overwhelmed or unsure 

what sustainability means for our industry – we feel disempowered because there is no ‘one size fits all’ 

solution - but this course aims to empower aspiring and existing fashion professionals alike and help 

them develop their own manifesto for change.” 

 

 

Caroline Rush, Chief Executive of the British Fashion Council said: "In 2018 London Fashion 

Week focuses on Positive Fashion, an initiative designed to promote and celebrate diversity, 

sustainability, and openness; encouraging fashion to be used as a platform to promote global positive 

change, so we are thrilled that Kering and LCF have chosen to launch their new open-access digital 

course dedicated to sustainability with us today. Every season we see an increase in designer brands 

at LFW adhering to sustainable principles within their businesses and in turn promoting and contributing 

to positive change within our industry."  

 

http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/Fashion-And-Sustainability
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Register for the LCF x Kering MOOC now at 

www.FutureLearn.com/courses/Fashion-And-Sustainability 

 
 
 

Follow the official hashtag 
#LCFxKeringLearn 

 

 
 
 
About Kering  
A global Luxury group, Kering develops an ensemble of luxury houses in fashion, leather goods, jewelry and watches: 
Gucci, Bottega Veneta, Saint Laurent, Alexander McQueen, Balenciaga, Brioni, Christopher Kane, McQ, Stella 
McCartney, Tomas Maier, Boucheron, Dodo, Girard-Perregaux, Pomellato, Qeelin and Ulysse Nardin. Kering is also 
developing the Sport & Lifestyle brands Puma, Volcom and Cobra. By ‘empowering imagination’, Kering encourages its 
brands to reach their potential, in the most sustainable manner. The Group generated revenue of €12.385 billion in 2016 
and had more than 40,000 employees at year end. The Kering share is listed on Euronext Paris (FR 0000121485, 
KER.PA, KER.FP).  
 

 
About London College of Fashion: Shaping Lives Through Fashion  
London College of Fashion, UAL is a world leader in fashion design, media and business education. In boundary-pushing 
research where fashion intersects with science, engineering, and technology, and in enterprise, where it partners with top 
brands and helps launch new businesses. It has been nurturing creative talent for over a century, offering courses in all 
things fashion. Across every subject, it encourages students to examine the past and challenge the present. To have 
inventive, assertive ideas that challenge social and political agendas. It gives them the skills, opportunities - and above 
all, the freedom - to put those ideas into practice.  
LCF moves fashion forward, by looking beyond it. We partner with fashion’s most successful brands and labels - both 
high street and luxury. LCF graduates are in key positions across every dimension of the fashion industry, from established 
designers like Jimmy Choo OBE, Sophia Webster and JW Anderson to rising stars like Ryan Lo and respected 
entrepreneur and former Chairman of the British Fashion Council, Harold Tillman CBE as well as fashion journalists 
Melanie Rickey and Sarah Harris. 
 

 
About Centre for Sustainable Fashion 
Centre for Sustainable Fashion (CSF) is a Research Centre of the University of the Arts London based at London College 
of Fashion, which was founded in 2007 by Professor Dilys Williams. Their work explores vital elements of Better 
Lives London College of Fashion’s commitment to using fashion to drive change, build a sustainable future and improve 
the way we live. 
 
 
 
About British Fashion Council 
The British Fashion Council (BFC) was set up in 1983 to promote British fashion internationally and co-ordinate this 
promotion through fashion weeks, exhibitions and showcasing events. The BFC now supports designers beginning at 
college level and extending to talent identification, business support and showcasing schemes to help British designer 
businesses develop their profiles and business globally and promote British fashion and its influential role in Britain and 
London. The BFC Colleges Council offers support to students through its Foundation, BA and MA scholarships, links with 
industry through design competitions and Graduate Preview Day. Talent identification and business support schemes 
include BFC Fashion Film; BFC Rock Vault; BFC Headonism; BFC/GQ Designer Menswear Fund; BFC/Vogue Designer 
Fashion Fund and NEWGEN. The BFC supports Boden’s Future British initiative. The BFC also runs and owns charities 
including the BFC Fashion Arts Foundation, the BFC Fashion Trust and the BFC Education Foundation. Showcasing 
initiatives and events include London Fashion Week, London Fashion Week Men’s, LONDON show ROOMS, 
International Fashion Showcase, London Fashion Week Festival and the annual celebration of excellence in the fashion 
industry: The Fashion Awards. 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/tmp-emer.hallahan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M0G03H1V/www.FutureLearn.com/courses/Fashion-And-Sustainability
http://www.arts.ac.uk/fashion/
http://sustainable-fashion.com/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/research/ual-research-centres/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/fashion/about/better-lives/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/fashion/about/better-lives/
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Notes to editors 
 
The course will be taught over fixed six-week periods, multiple times a year. During each edition, users 
will have one week to complete each of the following 3-hour modules freely in their own time:  
 
• Week 1  -  Why Sustainability in Fashion? 

• Week 2  -  Contextualizing Sustainability for a Changing World 

• Week 3  -  Material Dimensions: Sourcing for luxury fashion 

• Week 4  -  Informed Decision Making: tools and methods 

• Week 5  -  Creative Possibilities 

• Week 6  -  Creative Realisation 

 

 
 
 
 
Press Contacts  
 
Kering 
Emmanuelle Picard-Deyme   +33 (0)1 45 64 61 87  emmanuelle.picard-deyme@kering.com  

Emer Hallahan   +33 (0)1 45 64 63 07 emer.hallahan@kering.com  

 
London College of Fashion  
Rebecca Munro    +44 (0)207 514 2998  r.b.munro@fashion.arts.ac.uk 
 
British Fashion Council 
Michalis Zodiatis    +44 (0)207 759 1989  michalis.zodiatis@britishfashioncouncil.com 

 
 

 
Websites 
www.kering.com  
www.arts.ac.uk/fashion  
www.britishfashioncouncil.com 
 
 
Social media  
Twitter: @KeringGroup, @LCFLondon, @BFC 

Instagram: @kering_official, @lcflondon_  @britishfashioncouncil 

Facebook: KeringGroup, London College of Fashion – Official, BritishFashionCouncil 

LinkedIn: Kering, London College of Fashion, British Fashion Council 
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